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Amrit Paul Bansal

BHAGAT JAIDEV JI

In the other hymn in the Marn measure, Jaidev expresses his deep devotion in the Real
one. He states that he recites the Divine Name for 16 times ooly with the passing of one breath.
In oiher words, it implies thai he does notl wasie any moment of his breathing and remain
engaged in the remembrance of God, who is an epilome ol nobility. Thus, he has overcome all
distinetions of mine and thine between God and himsell, He feels, that he has merged with God,
Just as a droplel merges with water: The love of the Divine has satisfied all his desires. As such, he
redlised the God and thus broke the circuii of lile and death. Jaidev Ji shares with us 4 very
important evenl and experience on the way Lo God-realisation. Through this, he advises and
inspires us to make Divine remembrance as integral pari of oor life so that we are able to achieve
the ultimate aim of life now.

Bani Incorporated in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji:
Bhagat Jai Dev Ji among the 15 Bhagat Sahibans whose
Drivine Hymans have been included in S Guro Granth
Sahib Ji. One Divine hymn in Raag Gugi on Page 526 and
second shabad in Raag Maroo on Page 1106,

Prominent writings : (1) Darshan
Ragav  (2) Geet Gobinday (3)
Chander Lok

Principal Teachings :
Avoiding  Pride and
cgoism, leaving traditional
Karam Kaand (Ritualism).
Almighty God can be
gchieved through
meditation of one and only
one form of Akaal Purakh
{timeless entity)

The former name  of
Bhagat Jai Dev IJi was
Pardharmic. He was born in Bengal
in  the year 1201 at village Kenduli. His
father was 5o Bhoj Dev and mother Srimati  Rama
Devi. (Bamdevi). He was an  extra- ordinanty
miclligent child. His parents were disciples of Lord
Krishna, so he inherited a religious atmosphere at
home. He used 1o go o temple with his parents and
involve himsell in worship, The feelings of devotional
love, penance and meditation developed spontancously in
his mind. 1lis [ather sent him  to study Sansknt  and
Prakril language with a scholar Pandit (Brahmin). He was
still in his childhood, when he lost his parents. The
yearming desire o sce Almighty God increased [urther
with the tragedy of his parents, who were very dear to
him. One more powerful incident happened in his life. s
father's friend, whose name was Niranjan, took control
of the family properly deceitfully. This properly was

o bemherited by dai Dev. He was shocked by this evenL.
He was deeply affected by how a friend of his father would
cheat im. He was saddened with the behaviour of
worldly people. He was overwhelmed by the fecling that
the friend of his father, who was supposed (o give lim
shelter and protection in the absence of his
 father, had taken over his entire
' o properly. As Guru Nanak Dev Ji
% owas stated in his Bam on page
46%.

r.*.-‘:

oY O Y 391 Stenr 7
Ay ITH & T 1 (BEY)
Suffering 1z the
medicine, and pleasure the
disease, because where
there is pleasure, there is
nodesire for God.

The tragic death of his
parents and on  top of L his
property  laken away by his [ather's

fricnd, helped ta Dev Ji to move in the direction
of God's meditation. He wrote so many devotional songs
in the praise of Almighty in a considerate mood and  sang
these hymns day and night. Whoever heart his hymns was
impressed. Apart from being wotally engrossed in God's
meditation, he had become a scholar of Sanskol Praknt
language and his reputation as a scholar and  samt
spread all over the country. The king of Bengal of that
time period, Lachhman Sen was much impressed with his
meditation, poetry and education. He approached Jai Dev
Jiand appointed him as his royal poct, giving him the title
of Rattan (Ruby). He was marmed to Srimati Padmavati
by this time. He fulfilled his duties towards family life as
well as wriling devotional songs at the same time. He
wrode three great books, which were Damshan Raghav,
Geet Gobinday and Chander Lok, These writings were
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very popular in Bengal and for away villages of other
stales. s wile o sang the hymns written by him ina
very melodious tone and attracted his gratitude.  Bhagat
Jai Dev Ji spent some lime in the service of King Lachman
Sen but has soul did not like burden of any kind. He wanted
to lead on mdependent, free life so he left the king's service
and went to the forest without tellimg his wife.

He used to write and sing praises of Lord Krshna,
Once, while he was writing his  famous  book, “Geel
Gobmday™, he was held up in such a dilemma that he did
not know, what to write and whal not to wate. The whole
day was wasted in these o and fro thoughts. He went Lo
take a bath in the stream flowing close by, During his bath,
a strange thing happened. Almighty God appeared in his
own form and wrote the line on which Jai Dev Ji was held
up. After returming [rom taking @ bath, when he opened the
book Lo write the in complete hne_he found out that hine
had already been wrlten., He was shocked but at the same
time ego overpowered him. A thought over whelmed him
that the songs, written by him are liked by God so much
that He Himsell appeared and completed his incomplete
song. As stated in Gurbani on page 1089,

afa /i@ nidard & <t 2w afa pe=fa 1 (o)

The Dear Lord  is not pleased by egotism;  the Vedas
proclamm this clearly.

In order to rectify Bhagat Ji's ego, Almighty God
played a wonderful trick, which ever tree Jai Dev looked
at, the entire Geel Gobinday Granth was writlen on every
leafof that tree. Jai Dev Ji's pride vanished. He begeed
for forgiveness from God. After this incidence, his love,
devolion and unselfish  feelings  towards God
increased Bhai Gurdas Jimentionsall this in his Vaar 10
Pauri 10 as:

U Faifs #e afe s difde mow ofs ar<n (¥9-90,
u@st-q0)

Getting  immersed in the  loving devolion, the
devotee Jaidev would sing the songs of Govind.

Hior afes ewee nigawl oge F=

He would desenibe  the glorous  feats accomplished
by God and was greatly loved by him.

niig feg & nives ursa dfs Afaer afe s

Once being unable o guess  the words he returmns
home by packing his nole book.

ar= fours wis wfe & gars ofu fefu By sz

God, the repository ofall virlues in the guise ol the
devoles, wrote the song forhim.

nisg uf uasifs afs ofe fernre & wifa medn

Jaidev would get elaied seeing and  reading  those
words.

=4 wfe 8afy fefs fasy fea vroga ro=1l

Jaidev sawawonderful tree in thedeep forest

aits difde Ayes ufs ufs fsfow wig su<

The songs of the Govind were written on cach  leal

and therewasnoend o iL

a3 if3 ugars afa dfe =fenrs (e afs &=

Due to the love for the devotee, God embraced him in
PETSON,

AInAs sIeaEe o

Godand saint have no veil in between.

Hewas always caulions against the evil of egoism
because, he did not want it to cling him again. He did not
sit under any tree for long just incase its thick shade might
become a source of attachment for him. e always tried to
become attached 1o God only. Anylhing which deviated
his mind from the love and meditation of God, he would
avoid it right there and then. Many examples ofmiracles in
hislife are narrated in “Bhagat Mall”. They show how
attached, he was to God. In the last years ol his life, he
stayed at Kenduli, his birth place. The river Ganga flowed
ala far off distance from his place. Bhagat Ji had promised
to take a holy dip in the Ganga daily. One day, he heard &
cosmic volce from heaven directing him, "Bhagat Jai Dev
! ¥ou betier take holy dip i Ganga in vou inner vision
only. It will not affeet your promise.” But Bhagat i did
not gecept it from with in his heart. Strange arc the
miracles of God, the river Ganga got flooded and it
created @ new course glowing near the birth place of
Bhagat li. So God helped his true disciple to keep his
promise throughout his life.

Such mysterious ways of Almighty are Known only to
spiritual personalitics. People with rational atiitude of life
are unable to understand such devotional actions. On the
cotilrary, even the real things happening scem Lo be unreal
and self made. His two divine hymns are entered in Sn
Giuru Granth Sahib Ji by S0 Guru Agan Sahib Ji, one 15 on
ang 526and the other one 15 onang 1106, The first shabad
contains five couplets. In the first couplet, knowledge and
greatness ol'God are deseribed. The origin of everything is
God, who is everywhere in the form of truth, beauty and
Justice. He is the complete embodiment of love, away
from the influcoce of maya (wealth). He cannot bhe
desenbed completely m words. He is beyond imagination.
He is every where. Bhagat ji, in the next two couplets
describe the importance of Naam of God, "that, o brother !
The name God has captivated every thing and 15 a pure
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nector, 1t should be recited daily. The fear of hbirth
and death isliberated with Naam meditation. The misery
ol old age, unexpected, and undesired events do not give
you gricl, O brother ! il you want te conguer the angel of
death, then indulge in simran (pray) and adopt noble
deeds. God 1s eternal in the past, present and future. He is
indestructible and a complete form of divine bliss”. In the
third couplet, Bhagat is focuses our attention on the things
which should be avoided such as greed, adultery,
grabbing or steahing someone clee's wealth, all bad habits
and evil deeds, which are against the religious way o
lifc and then tike the shelter of God, In the fourth
couplet, Bhagat )i talks about the disciples of God,
who by virtue of their meditation, become recipients
of noble living. They donotneed method of yoga. These
Holy souls do not need any donation and devolional
performance. In the fifth couplet, he says, "O mortal ! you
should mecile God's  (Gobind) name only. All the
miraculous powers are gained by constant recitation of
God's pame”. When Bhagat 11 narraies his own life
experience, he says, "1 Jaidev have leftall the shelters
and came only in the shelter of God, who was, who is and
who will be there forever forme.

MNow let us take a look at the onginal text form of the
poetry of this highly devotional and top scholar saint
Bhagat Jai Dev i as stated on page 526 of Sti Guru Granth
Sahib 1 :

wenfe ympafwi Afs erfes=as

uavess usfafs wd afefifs reg ad

w8 TH & H v | Sfe nifyz s ufed

& TaT3 AAHIES AaH FaTTa HaE sfem uqn 3o8 u

feefr mife ueed wr wAfs afas fas i

g% 33 I AHfan uaH yrsiHe 121

s=fe fenfe ua fard nfefafa nrasd o

3t ras vofas vondl v vage Fes 131

of 7a1= fom fogase fam e mom 1

e fd #ais fd o fa suAr e

aifge difgefs afu 5o ras fAfou=a

wew wife@ 3R Aed 3w 33 AR S IuNan (u2€)

In the other hymn m the Maru measure, Jaidev
expresses his deep devotion in the Real one. e states that
he reeites the Divine Name for 16 times only with the
passing of one breath. In other words, it implics that he
does not waste any moment of his breathing and remain

engaged in the remembrance of God, who 18 an epitome o’
nohility. Thus, he has overcome all distinetions of mine

and thine between God and himself. He feels, that he has
merged with God, just as a droplel merges wilh water. The
love of the Divine has satisfied all his desires, As such, he
realised the God and thus broke the circuit of life and
death. Jaidev i shares with us a very important cvent and
experience on the way to God-realisation. Through this, he
advises and inspires us o make Divine remembranee as
integral part of our life so that we are able to achieve the
ultimate aim of life now, let us take a look at the origional
textas stated onAng 1106 of S0 Guru Granth Sakib §
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