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Chabiyaan Da Morcha @ = weem)

Before the formation of the
SGPC, the Darbar Sahib, Sri
Harmandir Sahib, Amritsar, was
governed by Mahants. As the
Mahants were compelled to leave Sri
Harmandir Sahib, the keys were
handed over to the British provincial
rulers. The keys to Darbar Sahib's
“ToshaKhana” (Panthik treasury)
were seized by the Deputy
Commissioner on November 7,
1921. The agitation to recover the
keys is known as “Chabiyaan Da
Morcha”. This agitation resulted in
the eventual return of the keys on
January 19, 1922. The keys were
returned to Baba Kharak Singh,
President of SGPC, during active
Diwan in front of the Akal Takhat
Sahib, by the District Authorities,
Amritsar. “Chabiyaan Da Morcha”,
a compaign for the recovery of the
53 keys of Sri Harmandir Sahib
treasury (ToshaKahana), marked a
dramatic episode in the Sikh
agitations in the early 1920's to
reform the management of their
places of worship.

For instance, the Golden Temple
at Amritsar had been managed by a
government nominated controller
since 1849. The Golden Temple
came under Akali control in October
1920, but the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee nominated
the old controller, Sundar Singh
Ramgarhia, as a member of the new
committee and appointed him to
continue to administer the affairs of
the Golden Temple. Even though the
controller now functioned under the
directions of the Committee, but,
since he still retained possession of
the keys of the Toshakhana
(treasury) of the Golden Temple,
some of the Akali reformers felt that
governmental control, however
nominal, still remained.

In response to their complaints,
on 20 October 1921, the Shiromani
Committee resolved to ask Sundar
Singh to hand over the keys to its
President, but before they could
implement the decision, news of the
decision reached the Deputy
Commissioner of Amritsar, who
forestalled the Akalis. On 7
November 1921, the extra assistant
commissioner Amar Nath, raided the
house of Sundar Singh Ramgarhia
with a police party and took away the
keys.

On 11 November, the
government attempted to replace
Sundar Singh with their own
appointee Captain Bahadur Singh, in
effect overriding the choice of the
SGPC. The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee refused to
recognize the new controller. On 12
November 1921 a protest meeting
was convened in Bagh Akaliari at
Amritsar which was addressed by
Baba Kharak Singh and other Akali
leaders. Akali meetings took place at
Gujrariwala, Gujjar Khan and other
places. Captain Bahadur Singh
resigned, but the government
remained adamant. Dan Singh of
Vachhoa and Jaswant Singh of
Jhabal, two prominent Akalis, were
arrested at a Diwan at Ajnala on 26
November 1921.

Learning of the arrests the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, in the middle of a
session at the Akal Takht at Amritsar,
adjourned its meeting. Soon over 50
of its members reached Ajnala to
continue the Diwan. The district
authority declared the Diwan to be
an ‘illegal assembly’ and arrested all
the prominent Akalis, including
Baba Kharak Singh, Sardar Bahadur
Mehtab Singh and Master Sundar
Singh Lyallpuri. The Shiromani

-Amrit Paul Bansal
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Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
on 27 November condemned the
official action and called upon Sikhs
to observe 4 December as a protest
day. Sikhs were further asked not to
join any function in honour of the
Prince of Wales, who was expected
to visit India early in 1922.

Arrests continued to be made
and soon Master Tara Singh and
Amar Singh Jhabal were among
those held. Failing to control the
Sikh protests and foreseeing how it
might affect Sikh soldiers and the
peasantry, the government
announced on 3 January 1922 its
decision to return the keys to the
Shiromani Committee so that
Pohsudi 7/5 January 1922 could be
celebrated as the birth anniversary of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji, but the
Committee refused to accept the
keys until all the Sikhs arrested
during the movement were released
unconditionally.

In the Punjab Legislative
Council of 11 January 1922, Sir John
Maynard, the Home Member
announced the release of all Sikhs
under detention. However, the
Akalis refused to go and fetch the
keys from the Deputy
Commissioner. A government
official was eventually sent to
deliver the keys wrapped in a piece
of red silk to Baba Kharak Singh,
President of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
at a Diwan on 7 Magh (19 January
1922) at the Sri Akal Takht Sahib.

The Akalis' victory was hailed
throughout the country. Mahatma
Gandhi sent a message of
congratulation to the Akalis saying,
the “First decisive battle for India's
freedom” had been won.
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AUS: 98152-70101, 85678-00716

T9H 3. 333

BftmirsT 2T, AeH fH3T 06-11-86,
M.Sc., Job in Infosys, Posted in
Chandigarh, Package 4 Lacs PA, &€ 5'-
8", BT GaT I <t = I1 Whatsapp:
73555-03333 98729-03415

T9H 3. 335

Ludhiana Based, DOB 22-10-87,
Hight 5'-11", M.Tech (Civil
Engineering), Working at Municipal
Corporation Ludhiana as SDO, Wanted an
Educated Vegetarian, Amritdhari, Tall &
Slim girl. Contact : 94639-15110, 80547-
14214

TTHS. 337

BftmrsT =T, 7o H3T 12-05-88,
Diploma Civil Engg. &€ 5'-7", &=t Wdr
if=oTdt B3t € &3 T | AUTT 79865-
39125

TIHB. 339

Bftmrer = Y, 76 T3 01-05-91,
+2, BBA® 5'-8", Bank Employee BT
IELTS 6.5/7 Band %31 € 83 J | AU
98788-24364,96466-77316

TTHS. 347

BftrrsT ST, AeH THST 18-11-88,
g€ 5'-7", 10th & (Information
Technology Diploma Holder) Doing Job is
Sangrur Court, Salary 30,000/- PM, may
be IELTS clear, No Dowery, &t d3-a&
29, B3It dF I T AUIR: 98881-
00755

TTH S, 348

aeEfIg THT, AeH THT 23-11-86,
e 5'-10", IfUCed faudHT, nmusr

foHon %3x et B3t O I T| AUIA
98152-92643, 80549-37410

TIHB. 349

Bfrsr Tt vz, "ed hst
08-09-92, &€ 5'-10", MCA,
Occupation: Owner [.T. Company
Creative Room &=t nifyzurdt szt <t
HIF T | AU 95692-61303 -0~

IGH 3. 350

BftrsT ST, 3HETT, A6H 3T
19-11-1990, && 5'-3", BA, Computer
Course, Business d9¢ &t B3t € %I
T | AU 98882-77889

9N 3. 351

Bftmrsr @, 784 3t 26-05-
1991, &= 5'-11", BBA, MBA, Senior
Business Officer in Pharma MNC
Company B IIfHY &It ot &F J|
AUTS: 97795-85956

TIHB. 353

BftmrsT @HAT, 784 T3t 29-08-
1994, < 5'-5", 12th Pass, Businessman
B I O BIF I FUIA: 78887~
27296, 9914924920

IOHS. 354

Bftmrsr Tt Yifyzardt, Jen st
03-12-1991, &€ 5'-6" B.Tech + PG
Diploma from Canada (Production
Engg.), 33T fed A9 9T &I Bt
B.D.S., B.Sc. (Nursing), Physiotherapist
HTES A9 &3d1 ©f 83 J- RUIH 98552~
76125

FIHS. 355
04-01-1986, A€ 5'-10", B.Tech, MBA,

Job: SBI Card as Assistant Vice President,
Posted in Gurgaon &= IS, g
I\ mrfog feu wells Jus Tt &3t &
¥I I- AUIX 97791-48911, 97790-
48911

IIHS. 356

&t @, aen =t 02-03-1992,
e 5'-6", 10+2, Own Restaurant & One
Shop Rented in Janakpuri = GdT &It
@ &3 I- AUTA 99147-92225, 98114~
49930

IOIH 3. 358

®36 THT, IIHY, AGH 1989, o<
6'-1”, M.Sc. (Computer) working as a
Network Eng. &€t ugt fodt, Aot &3t
o 3 T 73T 9us &1 HUIK 0044~
7904050832

IIHS. 360

Bftmrsr AT, #aH 17-10-1994,
e 5'-117, B.Tech. (famdt 593 feg
JE) B vifzurdt, ugt fodt, reT &3dt
o &F T FUIK 85688-22417, 84377~
04610

IOIHS. 362

BftrsT T, 78H 13-06-1988,
g2  5'-107, BCA (Private) Interior &
Exterior Decorator Own Shop &t fHU®
3% o FOAT 3T & BF I AUIS
9888-131313

IIHS. 365

Bftmirsr AT, A8H 22-01-1991,
T 5'-87, B.A. »UT I19uTd HET
uSy, HOAl BIat o BF I FUSR
92171-13272, 99883-34032

_0_

TIHS. 344

BftreTr THL, AEH Ma39d 1994,
ae 5'-3", MBBS, Study (USEMLI)
3T B3 Bt JAIHY e B3 oF
FF T AUSH: 97797-59542

TTHS. 352

yfentar @, AsH HT 08-08-90,
M.Sc. Nursing, Doing Ph.D., Assistant
Prof. in Chitkara University, Pay 40,000/-
e I S B3 I | FUI: 98558-26817

IOHS. 361
(Widow) ®Falt, 7aH fH3t 5-11-1981,

MCA &=t vifysurdt &334 ©f %3 J|
AUTS: 98728-10427

TIHB. 364
st 11-11-1988, B.A., ET.T, N.T.T.
Teacher BT 3% & B3 I AUIA:

9501894943, 98765-55925
-0-
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