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BHAI MANI SINGH JI SHAHEED-

The Story of an unparalleled Martyrdom
Compiled by : Amrit Paul Bansal # 98154-85668

Bhai Mani Singh Ji Shaheed
(martyr), a great Sikh personality of the
eighteenth century, occupies a very
esteemed position in the Sikh history,
when he took control and steered the
course of the Sikh's destiny at a very
critical stage. A great scholar, a devoted
Sikh and a courageous leader, Bhai Mani
Singh Ji willingly laid down his life to
uphold the dignity of the Sikh religion
and the Sikh nation. The nature of his
martyrdom in which he was
dismembered joint by joint, has
become a part of the daily Sikh Ardaas
(prayer). He was a childhood
companion of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
He was not of the same age as Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Ji (at that time called
Gobind Rai ji) but much older. He acted
as scribe, when GuruGobind Singh Ji
dictated Sri GuruGranth Sahib Ji.

In 1699, after the “Khalsa Panth”
was created, Guruji sent Bhai Mani
Singh Ji and five other sikhs to Amritsar,
with instructions to take possession of
Sri Harmider Shaib. As a result of Bhai
Mani Singh Ji's efforts, a large number
of farmers from northern Punjab, were
initiated as khalsas, whose numbers
increased day by day. He actively taught
the reading of Gurbani and its
philosophy to the Sikhs. After initiating
the people of Majha to the Khalsa
Panth, Bhai Mani Singh Ji came back to
Anandpur Sahib. In 1721, Mata Sunder
Kaur Ji, (wife of Sri Guru Gobind Singh
Ji), appointed Bhai Mani Singh Ji as the
Granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib and sent
him to Amritsar to sort out the disputes
amongst the different Sikh groups,
which had been formed and to unite the
Sikh nation as one. He restored the
peace among the khalsa and put the
affairs of SriHarmandir Sahib In order.

Bhai Mani Singh Ji planned to use

Bandi Chhor divas on Diwali as an
opportunity to unite the khalsa
together at Sri Harmandir Shaib. He
asked to the Governor of Lahore Zakaria
Khan, for permission to hold the Diwali
festival and to allow the big gathering
on Diwali. The permission was granted
for a tribute of Rs. 5000/- only. He
hoped that he would be able to pay the
sum, out of the offering to be made by
Sikhs, who were invited to come. He
sent letters out to the Sikhs across
Punjab that all Sikhs will unite on Diwali
day at Amritsar. However, the Mughals
were cunning and they planned to
attack the Sikhs and kill all the young
Sikh men, when they gathered at
Amritsar. With the blessings of
Waheguru, an informant, informed of
the Mughals plans. He was angered at
the betrayal of Zakaria Khan. He resent
letter out to the Sikhs across Punjab,
telling them not to come to Amritsar on
Diwali and that the gathering of the all
khalsa has been canclled.

Bhai Mani Singh Ji refused to pay
the tax for Sikh gathering at Amritsar,
which was supposed to take place on
Diwali day, but was cancelled. On
refusing to pay Rs. 5000/- only worth of
tax, Bhai Mani Singh Ji was arrested by
the Mughal police force and brought to
the court of Zakaria Khan. Bhai Mani
Singh Ji greeted with Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji's satuation, “Waheguru Jee Ka
Khalsa, Waheguru jee Ki Fateh” (the
khalsa is waheguru's, the victory is
waheguru's).

Listening, Zakaria Khan became
enraged and said, “Oh Mani Singh, open
your eyes and see, you are that this
moment not walking in the parkarmaa
of Harimandar, where you shout these
slogans! You are now in Lahore, in
Zakaria Khan's court, where the air says,

“Allah is great, Allah is great”, where do
you get the nerve to say your Sikh
slogans? Bhai Mani Singh said with
might and power, “you haven't met a
fox today, you have today met a lion of
Guru Gobind Singh Jil.

Zakaria Khan contained his anger
and said, “Oh old man, you are no
longer young. If you convert into my
religion, then | will convert the
remainder of your life into happiness
and pleasure. | will give you many wives,
| will give you land and will give you a
throne to sit on. Oh Mani Singh, what is
the difference, before you read
Gurbaani and now can you read the
Quran. Before you used to say
'Waheguru', now you can say 'Allah is
Great' Whatis the difference in this?”

Bhai Mani Singh, who was an
educated Sikh, said, “Oh Zakaria Khan,
remember, we have no anger or hatred
with your religion. Our Bani says... 9eT
gfeear I3 €9 & & 31 It
& & nrfenr da «uz A3 1701

Fareeda be nevaajaa kutiyaa, eh naa
bhallee reeth. Kabhee chal naa aayiaa
panjey vakath maseeth... Fareed: O
faithless dog, this is not a good way of
life. You never come to the Mosque for
your five daily prayers (Ang 1381,
SGGS).”

“wiefEs niesg 3g Burfent geaf3
X AY ¥¢ Il T &9 3 A A Qufni
85 3% & Hell 11l Aval Allah noor

upaayiaa, kudhrath ke sabh bandhey.
Eik noor the sabh jag upjiyia, a kaun
bhalley ko mundhey... First, Allah
created the Light; then, by His Creative
Power, He made all mortal beings. From
the One Light, the entire universe
welled up. So who is good, and who is
bad? (Ang 1349, SGGS)”

“Oh Zakaria Khan, remember, in
the religion we were born, in that




religion we will breath our last breaths.
You say you know the stories about the
Sikhs. Do you know that Guru Nanak Ji
planted the flower of Sikhi and that
even a storm cannot uproot that flower.
Not even a storm! It is that type of
flower which is does not bend down but
instead breaks,” said Bhai Mani Singh ji.

Shakespeare says: “Those who face
the storm they stay, those who bend
they break.”

Gurbaani says: "USAT UIAT Sfe HI
Jad o =3 ¥3... Purjaa purjaa katt
marai, kabhooh naa chhaadai keyth...
He may be cut apart, piece by piece, but
he never leaves the field of battle' (Ang
1105, SGGS).

Zakaria Khan replied to, “Your talk
is very big Mani Singh. Remember, | will
give you that type of torture; | will
decree that type of fatwaa, legal
decree, that you will shake and tremble.

With a smile on his face, Bhai Mani
Singh ji answered back, “The land can
shake, the sky can tremble, but a Sikh of
Guru Nanak Ji cannot tremble or shake.
Sikhi is that religion, whose fifth guru,
Guru Arjan Dev Ji sat on a hot plate and
faced tortures. It is that religion, that in
order to keep it alive, children aged 5
and 7 years old gave up their lives but
not their religion. Remember Zakaria, |
will die for my religion, but will not do
whatyou say.”

The next day, Zakaria Khan called
the Qazi. “Oh Qazi, from your book of
Shari'a Law, | want you declare a fatwaa
(legal judgement), such a fatwaa that
the whole earth and sky will tremble,”
said Zakaria Khan. The Qazi opened the
Book of Shari'a and announced the
fatwaa: “May this Kaafir (Infidel) be cut
piece by piece, limb by limb.”

Listening, Bhai Mani Singh started
to stump his foot into the ground in
frustration. Zakaria was standing by and
said, “Oh Mani Singh, you got scared?
You seemed be getting frustrated. We
have only made you listen to the fatwaa,
we have yet to cutyoulimb by limb.”

Staring into Zakaria Khan's eyes,
Bhai Mani Singh said, “Oh Zakaria Khan |
am not scared. | am frustrated with my
Guru, GuruGobind Singh Ji.” He replied,
“Obviously you were going to get
frustrated with your Guru! What have
you got out of your Guru's Sikhi? having
a fatwaa of being cut limb by limb. You
stillhave time to convertto Islam.”

Bhai Mani Singh ji answered back,
“This is not the case. | am frustrated
with my Guru because when | left
Amritsar, | did an Ardaas. “Oh King and
Master, may each hair on my body be
accepted for GurSikhi.” But instead why
have my limbs only been accepted and
not each hair on my body. What
shortage (kammee) was there in my
Ardaas?”

“You seem to talk lots, but
remember yet you have not seen the
face of the executioner. When you see
him you will get frightened,” said
Zakaria Khan. The executioner arrived.
In his hand is a blade. “Oh executioner,
sharpen up your blade and | will
sharpen up my mind,” said Bhai Mani
Singh to the executioner. The
executioner replied, “I will sharpen my
blade with sand. What will you sharpen
your mind with?” Bhai Mani Singh ji
answered him, “Oh executioner, with
the sand you are going to sharpen your
blade that sand can break because man
made it. But Akaal Purakh makes the
sand | am going to use. That sand is,
Naam, that sand is Gurbaani. | will
sharpen my mind with Naam and
Gurbaani.”

Now the executioner sharpens his
blade with sand and sharpened his
mind with Naam. He recited Japji sahib
and finishing reciting Gurbaani he
roared a loud jaikaara, “Boley so nihaal!
Sat sriAkaal!” With a glowing face with
the power of Naam and Gurbaani,
shouted to the executioner, “Come on
executioner, now me and you will talk.”
A wooden block was brought forward.
Bhai Mani Singh ji came forward saying

“Satnaam WaheGuru” he put forward
his right hand on the wooden block.

The executioner makes his mark on
Bhai Mani Singh's fingers. Bhai Mani
Singh Ji pulls away his hand. “Mani
Singh, you got scared! Before you were
talking so much, yet this is the first cut.
You couldn't even handle the first cut,
yet we are going to cut you limb by limb,
your whole body,” said Zakaria Khan.

Bhai Mani Singh Jireplied back, “Oh
executioner, what were your orders?
You were ordered to cut me piece by
piece. You have left all my fingers.
Zakaria Khan, ensure your servant
doesn't disrespect your orders and | will
not disrespect my Father, GuruGobind
Singh JiPaatshaah's orders.

Piece by piece, Bhai Mani Singh Ji's
body was cut to bits, he only recited
Gurbaani, and it was what he had lived
and breathed... “UgAT yIAT dfe HI
Fgg & =5 H3.. Purjaa purjaa katt
marai, kabhooh naa chhaadai keyth...
He may be cut apart, piece by piece, but
he never leaves the field of battle (Ang.
1105).

Saying 'Satnaam Waheguru' Bhai
Mani Singh lJi'sfingers, wrist, elbows,
shoulder, toes and knees were all
chopped on the wooden block. There
was a pool of blood. The body lay
severed into pieces. No arms, no legs.
“Ha7 fA9 A< 3 7<, U3 Ho' fRdt
fAed & A< | Mera Sir JaavaTaalaava
Par MeriSikhiSidgnaa java... If my head
goes then so be it, but may | never give
up my Sikh faith.”

Thus Bhai Mani Singh Ji was
executed by dismemberment.

Bhai Mani Singh Ji was executed at
Naulakha Chowk Lahore in December
1738. The Naulakha Chowk has since
been known as Shaheed Ganj — the
place of martyrdom. This year the
martyrdom day of Bhai Mani Singh Ji is
being celebrated on 09 July, 2021
(25 Haarh).
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AUSA: 98152-70101, 85678-00716

TIH 3. 303

Bftmirer T HT gafAy, Aed 3T 11-
12-82, &€ 5'-8", Qualification BHMS,
MD, Proffer in Homoeo College, ﬁ'ﬁ-@ﬁ'ﬂ?
ST YUTT IBed FE TaT dAfent &
&3 T AU 94639-11443, 94640-
39043

T9H . 331

BftmrsT T, 7aH =t 02-07-82,
qE 5'-8", 1042, MU I9uT Bt
nifyzurdt, Iafiy B3t &F &3 I AUSR:
75290-29063, 88725-36145

T9H B, 333

Bftmirsr AT, 74 3t 06-11-86,
M.Sc., Job in Infosys, Posted in Chandigarh,
Package 4 Lacs PA, d& 5'-8", BT War
B3t @ I T1 Whatsapp: 73555-03333
98729-03415

TIHB. 335

Ludhiana Based, DOB 22-10-87,
Hight 5'-11", M.Tech (Civil Engineering),
Working at Municipal Corporation Ludhiana
as SDO, Wanted an Educated Vegetarian,
Amritdhari, Tall & Slim girl. Contact :
94639-15110,80547-14214

YN S. 337

Bftrsr THAT, AeH THST 12-05-88,
Diploma Civil Engg. &€ 5'-7", = Wdl
nifi3uTdt w3t & B3 T1 HUIH 79865-
39125

TIHS. 339

Bftorsr = AT, AeH st 01-05-91,
+2, BBA &® 5'-8", Bank Employee &=t
IELTS 6.5 / 7 Band &3 & &3 J| AU

98788-24364,96466-77316

TIH . 347

Bftwrsr AL, 7eH H3T 18-11-88,
e 5'-7", 10th & (Information Technology

Diploma Holder) Doing Job is Sangrur
Court, Salary 30,000/- PM, may be IELTS
clear, No Dowery, 95" 35-da &<, B3t €F
FF T | AUIA: 98881-00755

IIH S, 348

aetafog @, AeH it 23-11-86,
ae 5'-10", FUBe fsudHT, nmuz famen
I BT BIAT ©F BF I AUIA: 98152~
92643, 80549-37410

TIH S, 349

B Tt wifyEadt, "en W3t
08-09-92, € 5'-10", MCA, Occupation:
Owner L.T. Company Creative Room &=t
Pif3uTSt B3 T BIF I AUIH: 95692-
61303 -0-

IIH S, 350
19-11-1990, &€ 5'-3", BA, Computer
Course, Business J9¢ &t H3ol ©F %3 J |
FUT: 98882-77889

IOHS. 351

BftmiraT T T, 7aH H3t 26-05-1991,
aw 5'-11", BBA, MBA, Senior Business
Officer in Pharma MNC Company &gt
JIfy ®3a & BF I AUIS: 97795-
85956

TOHS. 353

Bt T, AeH TSt 29-08-1994,
T 5'-5", 12th Pass, Businessman ®et
B T BIF T AUTS: 78887-27296,
9914924920

TIHS. 354

Bt Tt vifEodt, "en WSt
03-12-1991, = 5'-6" B.Tech + PG
Diploma from Canada (Production Engg.),
&3 feur 7 g9¢ 3 BT B.D.S., B.Sc.
(Nursing), Physiotherapist A3 HI3 &3
T &3 I- AU 98552-76125

TIHS. 355

ASTT < wihEue, FE HEt 04-
01-1986, &g 5'-10", B.Tech, MBA, Job:
SBI Card as Assistant Vice President, Posted
in Gurgaon &gt 2 , aId =
9 viells Juz T BFait ©f $F I- AUTA
97791-48911, 97790-48911
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St T, AeH TH3T 02-03-1992, €
5'-6", 10+2, Own Restaurant & One Shop
Rented in Janakpuri S Tidl Il 2 B3 I-
AUIF 99147-92225, 98114-49930

TIHS. 358

»36 TTH, JAIHY, A6H 1989, o
6'-17, M.Sc. (Computer) working as a
Network Eng. &€ U3t fodt, get s36t &
B3 I T dus &I RUIH 0044-
7904050832

TIHS. 359

Bt AT, A6H 26-10-1989, S
5'-8”, 10+2 (Diploma in Hardware &
Networking) Own Business &=t LB:T ot
Aol ®3aT o %3 I | AU 62809-64181
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Bftmrsr =At, A6 17-10-1994, S
5'-11”, B. Tech. (fg=e 893 feu JE) »et
nifgordt, ugt fedt, o B3t St B3 J |
AUIS 85688-22417, 84377-04610

_0_
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<t TA39 AT nifysutst B3, A
fH3t-18-08-1988, &=-5', Phd. Botany,
Working as Assistant Proff. in Shri Guru
Granth Sahib World University Fatehgarh
Sahib, IElets-6.5 Band et feew &9 Fe®

fEMand  (Govt. Job) IFUTIX  ®ET:
9988669977, 9988669988

TIHB. 344

BOTET THT, HEH MA3ET 1994,
g 5'-3", MBBS, Study (USEMLI)
3HcT BI BT JIHY ST BIX oF
I I | AU 97797-59542

IOHS. 352

ufensr @rrt, 7aH f=t 08-08-90,
M.Sc. Nursing, Doing Ph.D., Assistant
Prof. in Chitkara University, Pay 40,000/-
BT I T BIF I | HUISA: 98558-26817

TOHS. 361
(Widow) &Fat, &K fH3T 5-11-1981,
MCA =t nifyzuet 39 < &3 J|
FUTR: 98728-10427  -0-
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